What is packaging EPR and how
will it affect UK businesses in 2025?

With 78 % of consumers considering sustainability an important factor when
shopping (USwitch), it's clear that green practices are no longer a nice-to-have.
What's more, sustainability isn't just about consumer appeal - it's now a legal requirement.

Businesses that fail to meet EPR requirements may
face financial penalties, with fines scaled according
to non-compliance severity and the organisation's
size.

Civil sanctions, such as enforcement or stop notices,
may also be issued, and in more serious cases, non-
compliance could result in criminal prosecution.
Increased audits and inspections are also likely as
authorities work to ensure businesses are fulfilling
their obligations.

What is packaging EPR?

The regulation shifts the responsibility of household
packaging waste management onto producers,
requiring them to be responsible for or pay costs
associated with its collection, sorting, and disposal.

As part of the new EPR legislation, the Packaging
Waste Recovery Notes (PRNs) system accounts for
packaging that ends up in business waste streams
and serves as evidence that producers are meeting
their recycling obligations. Issued by accredited
waste reprocessors and exporters, PRNs support
the reprocessing of packaging waste. Unlike PRNs,
which manage reprocessing, EPR introduces a
fixed-fee structure (which is reviewed annually) to
cover the collection, sorting and disposal of packaging
materials, helping businesses understand the
associated costs per tonne for the varying packaging
materials.



https://www.uswitch.com/gas-electricity/green-energy/green-consumer-statistics/#:~:text=A%202024%20report%20from%20The,more%20for%20eco-friendly%20brands

Packaging EPR UK
timeline and fees

Businesses are legally required to comply with EPR
if they meet the following criteria:

Annual turnover of £2 million+ and
handling 50+ tonnes of packaging per year - must
register, report packaging data, and pay EPR fees.

Annual turnover of £1 million+ and
handling 25+ tonnes of packaging per year - must
register and report but are not required to pay fees.

Brand owners

Online marketplaces selling packaged goods
for non-UK businesses to UK consumers
Companies supplying unfilled packaging to
smaller businesses

Businesses that hire or lend reusable packaging

Packaging EPR fees:
What will it cost?

Unlike the PRN system, EPR has a fixed-fee structure
(which is reviewed annually), meaning businesses will
pay based on the materials used in their packaging.

The more recyclable your packaging is, the lower your
fees will be, making sustainable packaging choices
essential.

Glass-£192

Paper or board - £196
Wood - £280

Plastic - £423

What should your
business do now?

Failure to comply could result in enforcement action.
You can find a direct link to the portal here.

Smurfit Westrock's UK Sustainability Lead, Lianne
Pemberton, is encouraging businesses to also sign up
to the new PackUK newsletter, launching in mid-April.



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/extended-producer-responsibility-for-packaging-who-is-affected-and-what-to-do
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdefracollectionandpackagingreform.createsend1.com%2Ft%2Ft-i-suktig-l-r%2F&data=05%7C02%7Clianne.pemberton%40smurfitwestrock.co.uk%7C69ea60f35de547306ab808dd7112088d%7C67d2558fa4af4478bc72d7585f436bad%7C0%7C0%7C638791044448224610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FZfXLEKTz6ceptEBBi68vG0dRewSCkGxXEuZqCnvDgM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FqZg0y-Zk8D0%3Fsi%3Ddf8CkuA7vMPltL9t&data=05%7C02%7Clianne.pemberton%40smurfitwestrock.co.uk%7C4a363c8d8c554d35d10108dd6ba38e6d%7C67d2558fa4af4478bc72d7585f436bad%7C0%7C0%7C638785073199657212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0t5kCx6e%2BqHYEd2EqcuyYbcSyfX%2F3kcIK3l0XIJu%2Bpc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/extended-producer-responsibility-for-packaging-who-is-affected-and-what-to-do
https://www.valpak.co.uk/
https://www.smurfitkappa.com/uk/innovation/success-stories/cappellaro

